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. k ' ly Pebruary, 1970
B London

SRR - ' o . +Declass Review by NIMA/DOD
Dear Art, | | '
.Encl‘osed; is a letter received from Howie this morning which struck like a bolt

‘out of the blue. It is rather difficult at this distance to know what to do or to
? say. As indic,:a‘oed in an earlier letter to you, my hope was to retii:‘e under youe

My. pro*rrammcd date for retirement as given to me just before I left in 1963 is in

R

the fall of 1972, at age 59, and that date gives me only 29 years of emplojment

_ ;w1th the federal government. To be told in February 1970 that there is probably

ino place for me on my return in the fall of 1970 after two years overseas, and
'Jsuo'gest.:mb eprIv retlrement as practlcally the only way out, comes as a severe blow;
,especialxy at thls distance on such short notice,

The disabllity angle is not very stronv since I feel that I enjoy excellenb

health and many other p60ple are retalned in service having suffered only the loss ﬂ.

of the s1ght of one eye. ‘,
| I don't qulte know how to take Howme's 1etter unless it is that he was. app01nted
‘the executloner. ' ‘ |
In addltlon to facing the move back to the States, cons;dering the problenms of
getﬁxng the.house’reopened in Silver Sprins, acquiring wheels once aaaln, etcs,
oomy greatest concern is that I,Stlll have a son and a daughter in college, with
-Charles hav1ng two more yearsuto go %o Graduatlon. A B
When I first 301ned the Agency, retirement age was set ab 65, andthls has been
whittled down through 62 %o 60 to 59, and now 57 in my case. To say the least, this
:has made planned retirenent. most uncertain, and any SJstematlc planning 1mpossib1e.
From all indications, retlrement is apparenﬁly a, traumatic experience for mamy
| Uhder ordlnarw circumstances, I don'b thlnk 1t would have been a difflcult adjustment
| for me. What does make it particularly dlfflcult ab thls time is the perhaps un=
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being used by the Agency as a lever.

The sight handicap was hard enough to adgust to, without also having to accept it
as a reason for being exoedited out, particularly when one feels so phy51cally'fit
in eveny obther way. Add to this the likina that I have for the work, and the Situation
becomes even harder to comprehend.

Please do'not misunderstand me, as I certainly do not expect to go on forever.
i-‘_The suddenness of this notice leaves us vather dumbfounded. We had been planning
tin accordance with the Drogramned.retirement in 1972 at age 59 which would Just see

Charles throuah graauation in June 1972 and permit us txme back in the States to com-_
plete our rebtirement arrangements for mov1ng back to the middle west. At this point |
iin time, our plans seem on the verge of diSinuegration. In being able to continue &s
Maryland resxdents, domoletion of college would not be too great a problem. If at
this time, however, we have to retrench due to a sudden cub in income by SO%, you
can.see what we mean by our plans diSiniegratino. This is far worse‘than retiring
' afterlhaving tried‘to do a good job, and receiving a gold ﬁatch'oﬁ the way out. If."HJA
this is the way-one is treated after trying for years to contribute constructively
: to a cause in which he believes, then perhaps society is sick.
There is, nothino in God's green earth wronb with me except through no choice
of mine, the loss of an eye., Surely 1 don't have to go on the shelf because of that.
I feel that I did a creditable job with the forerunner of IAS when we had twice the -
people to handle,and covered subgecu matt r.across the board, while undergoing
f rapid expansion and chanbe. Surely I have ab least two more years of experienced
usefulfiess in my chosen field of endeavor. . | k o Y ' ¢;

Ve heﬁernOAOther source of income to f2ll back on and desperately"need the two

JJ. year peyiod.to 1972 to put_into effect our setirement plans; In his letier, Howie
closed the door on IAS, OIR, and the retirement counselling office. The NPIC door
wes not comoletely shut. Therefore Ianm writinv you asking that every consideration

be given to the DOuSiblllty of being offereo soneuhing at NPIC. The dearth of super

grades is thApbeaseddi‘omeiameteeommM:mmeoﬂMAqobsbom gopgrgrade positim

}
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which I am apparen‘bly blocking. I am confident that I'have the experience .and capab-

111ty to do a good job for you. | | |
My general heelth hae never beeﬁ better and I fail to see that because I may be

block:Lng a supergrade, and have a sgight hand:.cao not un:.que in bus:.ness, that I hawe

suddenly become incapable of making any worthwhile contribution even at a GS 15 level.
I have never entertained any illusions about returning to IAS, I have not re-

quested to return to IAS, nor do I have the slightest desire to do S0, Al T am asking

‘is to conplete my service at the Agency with NPIC.

In the past two years we have been actn.vely naking olans toward re'blremenu. The

'f

less ’c.ha.n five months be’cween nov and our return to the States plus a ‘brief ’oemporary '

_ return re’oen’c.:.on perlod! if it could be arrc.nged as referred to :x.n Home's letter,

° |

smp'.ly would not prov::,de half the time necessary to beg:.n to put :.nto action the
major arrangements, necessary for re u:n.rement » as well as trying ’oo make other plans
for Pat ‘and Charles to cpmplete their college education.

I have not responded to Howle's letter which came this morning, nor am I

Wri’dinv ’c.o| |nor any of the others suggested by Howie. I am

i‘orward:n.ng a copy of this letter to Howle and you are free to show th:.s +to any of

the others. I mll await your reply oefore tak 1ng any further acbion.

Jane and I enjoyed hearing i‘rom you 1ast week a.nd are deli.,h’oed to know that you .

ha.d a chance to engoy' Michigan during the Chr:.stma.s hollaays. We hope all conbinues . ‘

well " Wl'bh you and yours. Jane gends her love to Mary

i
P acll- |
SR : G incerely yours, L
‘| o : . ; .
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